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only drawn the sword against Russia in the interests
of civilisation, of the freedom of the seas, and of the
independence of Turkey, should be the only Power
to place difficulties in the way of a work which
essentially favours the realisation of principles which
should be the consequence of the Anglo-Austro-
French alliance, and which will assure the pacifica-
tion of the East.
" I am pleased, my lord, to have had this con-
versation with you. It has had the effect of destroy-
ing impressions which, I do not hesitate to say, I had
erroneously formed. I ask your permission to renew
the conversation, and with that view I will call at
the English Embassy about one to-morrow."
But the wily Ambassador was not to be drawn with
fair words, and replied immediately:
" I write you at an early hour, not only to acknow-
ledge the receipt of the documents which accompany
your note, but also to ask you to defer till another
day your proposed visit. Engagements which I
cannot put off make it impossible for me to avail
myself of your obliging proposal to-day.
"You are right in supposing that I am anxious
for information, and especially in respect to this or
to any other great enterprise which closely touches
the interests of more than one State, and which,
while being theoretically so seductive, causes a
great division of opinion from the practical point
of view.
" You are too enlightened and experienced to com-